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FARM  TELEPHONES  INCREASE 
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July  6,  1959 


Three-fifths  of  Nation* s  Farms 
Have  Telephone  Service 


Three  out  of  five  farms  in  the  United  States  had  telephone 
service  in  1958*  according  to  the  annual  survey  conducted  by  the 
Crop  Reporting  Board*  About  2,9  million  of  the  country*  a  4,? 
million  farms  had  telephone  service  as  of  July  1958*  This  was 
a  5  percent  increase  above  the  estimate  for  1957*  13  percent 
above  1955*  and  J2  percent  above  1950. 

Largest  increase  in  number  of  farm  telephones  occurred  in 
the  South  where  about  4  out  of  10  farms  had  telephone  service 
in  1958  compared  with  leBS  than  2  out  of  10  in  1950;  and  1  out 
of  10  in  1940*  The  next  largest  increase  was  in  the  West  North 
Central  Division  where  three-fourths  of  the  farms  now  have  tele¬ 
phones  compared  with  3  out  of  5  in  1950* 

The  percentage  of  farms  with  telephones  has  been  increasing 
more  rapidly  than  the  actual  number  with  telephones  partly  because 
of  the  downward  trend  in  the  total  number  of  farms.  In  New  England 
and  the  Mid-Atlantic  States  where  nearly  all  of  the  farms  have 
telephone  service,  the  downward  trend  in  total  farms  has  resulted 
in  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  farms  with  telephone  service. 

In  the  Rocky  Mountain  States,  the  increase  in  farms  with 
telephones  amounted  to  6  percentage  points,  the  same  as  in  the 
South  Atlantio  and  East  South  Central  divisions.  All  geographic 
divisions  showed  Borne  increase  with  the  United  States  average 
up  4,6  percentage  points.  This  represents  an  increase  of  10,8 
percentage  points  from  1955  and  22,0  points  from  1950, 
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Farms  with  Telephone,  Selected  Years,  by  States 
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